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Seth Homa Dossier

Best in the West

Seth Homa squares off against Ben Finegold

Photo Credit: Rose Homa

Smith,Bryan G (2534) - Homa,Seth
(2295) [C90]

18th Annual Chicago Open Wheel-
ing, lllinois (1), 22-May-2009
Notes by Seth Homa

This game is by no means perfect,
but there are some instructive mo-
ments.

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4
Nf6 5.0¢0 Be7 6.Rel b5 7.Bb3 d6
8.c3G0

All of this has been played millions
of times before.

9.Bc2!?

But | had never ever seen this! First
instructive moment: Many IMs and
GMs have special "pet" lines they
know through and through for use
against opponents lower rated
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than them. The idea is the lower
rated player won't know what to

do once he's out of his "book."
9...d5!?

| am not sure yet what Black's best
answer is. Maybe this move is too
bold. [I guessed that his intention
was to meet 9...Bg4 with 10.d3 and
then proceed to win my light -
squared bishop with some combi-
nation of Nb1¢d2-f1¢ g3 and h3.]
10.d4

Funnily enough, | had overlooked
this natural move. Now | have to
be careful.

10...exd4

No good was 10...dxe4 11.Nxe5
and my e-pawn would be weak.;
10...Nxe4 | can't remember now
what | didn't like about this move,

but Rybka thinks it is OK.; 10...Bg4
11.exd5! would give White extra
material in all lines. 11...Nxd5
(11...Qxd5 12.dxe5 Qxd1(12...Bxf3
13.Qxf3 Nxe5 14.Qxd5 Nxd5
15.Rxe5)13.Bxd1!) 12.dxe5 and
Black would just be a pawn down.
11.e5 Ne4 12.Nxd4 Nxd4?

A mistake. Instructive moment
number two: My opponent was

still moving quickly, and so | as-
sumed he had 12...Nxe5 13.f3 win-
ning a piece all worked out at
home, so | didn't look any further
than that. Wrong!! [12...Nxe5! 13.f3
c5! and now Rybka gives this nice
line which ends in a draw by per-
petual: 14.Bf4 Bd6 15.Bxe5 Bxe5
16.Nc6 Bxh2+ 17.Kxh2 Qh4+
18.Kgl Qf2+ 19.Kh2 Qh4+]
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13.cxd4 5

Instructive moment number three:
How to assess this position? It
looks alot like an Open Ruy, which
| have some experience in. Black
should be OK with such a knight
on e4, right? Nope. There is a vital
difference here. In this game,
White does not have a knight on
f3, and so he can go ahead and kick
my knight back to no man's land.
14.f3 Ng5 15.Nc3

| was beginning to realize my
problems. Both my knight and
bishop want the square €6, but
only one can go there! Houston,
we have a coordination problem.
15...Kh8?

This move was based on fear of
ghosts. [I was needlessly afraid of
15...Ne6 16.Nxd5?? Qxd5 17.Bb3
Qb7 18.d5 Rd8]

16.Bb3

White plays this part of the game
extremely well.

16...Be6

My position gets worse by degrees,
thanks to White's purposeful play.
[16...c6 would be ugly. I'd also still
have the problem with my bishop
and knight fighting for e6.; After |
made my move, | thought 16...Bb7
with ...Ne6 would have been best,
despite my light -squared bishop
getting into a staring match with
the pawn on d5.]

17.Ne2!

A nice move with lots of ideas. It
clears the cfile (White would like a
rook on it to target the weak c-
pawn), and goes to f4 where it will
still keep an eye on the d5-pawn.
In some cases, it will even ex-
change itself for the horrible
bishop on €6 if it leads to the win
of the d5-pawn.

17...Qd7 18.Be3

Another nice, straightforward yet
powerful move. The c-file is
cleared, and Black cannot hope to
eliminate his weak c-pawn by
pushing it to c5.
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18...Nf7
| felt like an idiot playing this.
19.Nf4 Nd8
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Of course, White will not oblige
with 20.Nxe6 Nxe6 when the
knight would be an excellent
blockader. Instructive moment
number four: White has improved
his position to the maximum. This
means it's time to find a plan. How
to continue?

20.a4!

White correctly opens up a second
front. b5 will be weak in addition
to c7 and d5.

20...Nc6

| figured my only way to cause
problems for him was to

threaten ...Nc6-a5-c4.

21.axb5 axb5 22.Qe2

White is positionally winning.
22...Bg5??

| had 13 minutes left to make the
time control, and played this losing
move.

23.Nd3?

Instructive moment number five:
White knows he's totally winning,
thinks his opponent is a dumbie
(and from my moves, who would-
n't??) and believes he can win any
way he wants to. What should
White have played? [During the
game, | realized | was dead lost if
he played 23.Nxe6! Exchanging his
great knight for my horrible bishop
seems bizarre and anti-positional,
but it starts the process of cleaning
up my pawns like a Hoover vac-
uum cleaner. 23...Bxe3+ Forced.

24.0Qxe3 Qxeb6 25.Qc3! Black cannot
get in Na5-c4, the white queen is
coming to ¢5 and Black cannot
hope to hold all of his pawns.]
23...Be7

| cannot let his knight into ¢5.
24.Nf4

White realized he had made a mis-
take, and hoped | would go back
with 24...Bg5.

24...Bb4!

But | don't! | am still totally busted,
but now for the first time in the
game, | have a plan of ...Ba5h6
and pressurizing his d -pawn.
25.Red1 Rxal 26.Rxal Rb8

The time situation was 7 minutes
for me, and 26 for my opponent.
27.Rab6 Ba5 28.Bf2 Bb6?
Instructive moment number six:
Can White take on b5?

29.Nxe6?

Maybe miffed that he hadn't taken
this bishop earlier, he did so now.
29.0Qxb5! It is safe to do so.
29...Nxe5? 30.Qe2 would have won
a piece.

29...0Qxe6 30.Qxb5?7?
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30...Qh67?1 had only 3 minutes to
make 10 moves, and missed my
chance to turn the tables 180 de-
grees. 30...Nxd4! 31.Qxd%31.Bxd4
Bxd4+ 32.Kf1 Rxb5 33.Rxe6 Kgd
Black would be on top.) 31...Nxf3+!
This was the move | had not seen.
32.Qxf3 (Better would be 32.Kh1
Qxd5 33.Bxd5 Nxe%hough there's
no doubt Black owns an advan-
tage.) 32...Bxf2+ 33.Kxf2 Qxa6
Would have won everything.
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31.Qf1?

| could tell by his body language that
he had missed 30...Qh6 (or maybe he
had seen the combo | had missed?)
and was now nervous. With 6 minutes
left for him, and 3 for me, he had lost
all control over the position and all
three results were possible again.
31...Nxd4

Strangely, with almost no time left for
both players, this is the part of the
game where Rybka thinks we played
the best!

32.Bxd5 Qd2 33.Bc4 Qxb2 34.Ra2 Qc3
35.e6 Re8 36.Bd5

Both players are under a minute now.
36...c6

36...Nxe6 Rybka suggested | could take
the pawn on e6 for free, but that kind
of move is impossible to take seriously
with seconds left on your clock. 37.Re2
Bxf2+ 38.Qxf2 Rb8 39.Qa7 Qd4+
40.Qxd4 Nxd4 41.Re7 and Black is
slightly better.

37.Qc4

Instructive moment number seven:
Black to play with under a minute to
make 4 moves. What do you play?
37...Nxf3+!

37...0Qxc4 38.Bxc4 would have been a
sure loss.; 37...Ne2+ Rybka notes this
was possible as well.

38.gxf3

38.Bxf3 Qxc4; 38.Kh1l Qxc4 39.Bxc4
Neb5

38...Qel+ 39.Kg2!

39.0Qf1? Bxf2+ 40.Rxf2 Qxfl+ 41.Kxf1
cxd5 42.Rd2 Rxe6 43.Rxd5 with draw-
ing chances. But with White's move in
the game, he appeared to be winning.
39...Bxf2 40.Bxc6!

With just 3 seconds on his clock, White
avoided a mate. [40.Qxc6 Qg1+ 41.Kh3
Qfl#]

40...Qgl+ 41.Kh3

www.westmichiganchess.com
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Instructive moment number eight:
Black to play and draw. Don't play one
move, look to see it's the right move
and count yourself correct. Calculate
as far as you can until you are certain
it's a draw.

41...g5!

White now thought for 33 minutes be-
fore taking the rook.

42.Bxe8

If the White queen moves off of the 4th
rank, then ...g4 will mate. Other lines
are: 42.Rxf2 would not have worked
either. 42...Qxf2 43.Qc3+43.Bxe8?7?
would have even lost! 43...Qxf3#)
43...Kg8 44.Bxe8 Qfl+ 45.Kg3 Qgl+

i

The Seth Homa Interview
When did you first learn chess?

Seth Homa: | am not totally sure. |

dimly remember going to see

221 EUET BOT wi OUw! OEEa w¢
movie theater the year it came out in

1993, when | was 5 years old. | do

know | did not take the game seriously

until I was 12 years and 10 months old,

when | challenged my uncle for chess

family supremacy in a 7-game match. |

won 4-3, and | was hooked.

"TTUUwi EVWET 1 OWET UEUD
xEUUWUEDI OETl OwxEUUWE O
do you weigh in on this?

Seth Homa: | treat the game mostly as

a sport, although all three apply. There

is no denying the game has its aes-

thetic moments. In the swashbuckling

romantic days of chess, this was why

you played the game. Then there was

Botvinnik, who was more interested in

the search for scientific truth. Nowa-

days, most of the top level players

treat chess as a sport, though art and

science are still there.

46.Kh3 Qf1+ with a draW.; 42QC3+ Kg8 What are your goa|S in chess?

(42...Bd4!?however, gives Black win-
ning chances) 43.Rxf2 transposes to
the drawn position.

42...94+

Now a series of forced moves oc-
curred.

43.fxg4 fxg4+ 44.Qxg4 Qfl+ 45.Qg2
Qd3+ 46.Kg4 Qd4+!

The only move. The queen must stay

Seth Homa: To become a Grandmas-

Ol Unw4d28w" T EOxPOOwb O
EEEwl DUT 1T USw! U0 wi SUwb
reaching the 2300 FIDE rating needed

for the FIDE Master title. ):

Will you share some of your improve-
ment strategies with our readers?

Seth Homa: Well, to improve one

in contact with the bishop. 46...Qc4+?? AU WEOUUI EVwodi zU0wpPli ¢

47 Kf3 White wins.

47 Kf5 White offered a draw. Give
yourself an A+ if you saw all the lines!
Not the world's best played game, but
many exciting twists and turns. | hope
I've learned a lot from it, and hope you

have, t00.[47.Kh3 Qh4#; 47.Kh5 Qh4#;
47.Kg5 Qg7+ 48.Kf5 Qxg2; 47.Kf3 Qe3+

48.Kg4 Qd4+ is simply a repetition.;
47 .Kf5 Qc5+ 48.Ke448.Kg4 Qd4+;
48.Kf6?? Bhd+ 49.Kf7 Qe748...Qd4+]
Yot 2

goal in the end is to become as univer-
UEOQwWEwxOEal UWEUwWOOI! wEE
OOwoOOY!l wxOEaAaDPOl W?PEOUD(
EUWOUET WEUwx OEaDOT w? U
xOl B> wxOUPUDOOUB w( wbOL
egy, endgames, openings, etc. One can-

not get better without playing against

stronger competition on a regular ba-

sis. My chess library is over a hundred

books. Mark Dvoretsky is a must for

any ambitious chess player rated from

2000 on up to GM.
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Who is your favorite chess player? 210EOQa>» wOOYDI UOwUT IrouRddurbeys hut, tHeyaGeawell
Seth Homao ww( z Vi wi EE wE UBIB U% EVP @%Iast two Batman run, highly enjoyable, and draw
over the years: Bobby Fischer to ovYb : Uow? &L U U a UE U U 1stongphageis.B &lse habelriy eye
start with, then Garry Kasparov, | OUw! OEEa w%bUET | U»> uok thd Noihzgolrna@hehks hIChi-

then Vladimir Kramnik, and then make my final cut, because the cago.
back to Fischer. Nowadays, | just ending ruined it for me. Offering a 61 PET woOi w, PET T EOz Uuw

OUawlOwodl EVUSwI EET wEdfa\é’BQ‘M'@'égzpBSdL‘ﬁ‘éP ) r#useeasmqstllkel to be
tribution to chess and not worry so Ul I wUDUOI y wé ch etltFedelllé es OOl Uw

much about who my favorite eth Homao. Lulu( Yl wxOEal Ew
player is. 61 EOzUwaodUlUwi EYOUDU Llrhlésé)aﬁ[y Rtulygg,]léltty and
What are your favorite openings? tournament and why? Prashantha Amarasinghe. They

|nst|nct!

Seth Homa: One of my first chess Sgth HomAa:‘ '[hat w9ulfj have toA ) ) shoyv‘gopdApoten'EiaI‘ fpr (eaching

EOOOUWPEUOW?, awt yw,5§'dGHEYY! ) EOPPUIZ U uabieast Bdional Mastertand can

EEOI Us wEawwpUET I U0 BB RS ishers ang,sou! shoot for more if they keep up the
into it every year. hard work. Epiphany Peters, the

my first openings were the Ruy )
Chen Brothers and Apurva Virkud

Lopez, Najdorf Sicilian and the Are you planning to play in the )
*pOT z0w( OEPEOwW#] [ 1 AUE. Gpen ofathérindtiand Hur- are also very strong for their ages.
Ol OUOW( WEOOz Uwi EYI unbniatsuhisy¥aéPUp 01 U5 Michigan has never had so many

o L L promising juniors coming up at the
61 EUzUwa OUUuwl EY OUBbD WSettuldoond: ENlotithe U.S. Open, same time!

Seth Homa: | have too many to but definitely the World Open.

OPUUOWEUTwW( z 00wl E)Y|Pu?EWtPeW8?SHClﬁ?§|ChaMUOxLu0| o
Gawil EEowOi I w?+0UE @ UH B Bgy™ (P O 2 U w( JOEOEW. x1 Ow

as well. The Iast two are small five

trilogy, the first, second and last

Since this photo was taken,

Seth has earned his seat at

the table of Michigan Chess'
2300+ Club alongside elites
Bill Calton and

Ben Finegold.

Photo Credit: Rose Homa
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nBrain Pills
by James H. Sawaski

James SawaskiOBD Y1 UwbOuw, PET T EOz Uw4
has written The Chess Team, a chess novel available on Ama-
zon.com (4 and a half stars out of 5!). James is working on a
sequel. Enjoy this story that he had provided fike Effect
Chess

Dan and | were always serious chess players. We played
chess nonstop all the way through college where we
were roommates at Michigan Tech University. Sure we
went to beer parties and dated girls now and then, but
chess for the most part was our life.

The number 2200 had the ultimate meaning for us. It
signified the official chess master ranking. We strived for

it more than anything. Yet the best we could manage

was a 2103 rating for Dan and a 2047 rating for myself.

Dan only held that rating for a mere two weeks. He lost

over 50 rating points in a tournament where a junior
xOEal UwUEUI EwWk YwUOEUT T Ul UI E
bit. The psychological damage this caused both of us was
nearly irreparable. Anybody that knows chess players

knows they have egos that need to be coddled. The only

way this can be achieved is to win games and earn lots of
UEUDOT wxOPOUUBw6T 1 Owli DPUWEOI
player goes into a fit of depression and life is not good.

This particular setback was a few months right before
Dan and | were supposed to graduate with our under-
graduate degrees in electrical engineering. Dan had a 3.2
grade point average, while | struggled along with only a
2.7 mark. At the dorm one evening after that horrible
tournament, we had one of our typical pity parties in the
Ui Ol YDPUPOOWUOOOWEEOU UWI ObwbkI
chess and how life was so tough. Like any sport partici-
pant, chess players must lose sooner or later and even
suffer upsets to some degree. To think that we ourselves
should ever lose seemed like an insult and we loathed
any concept dealing with such ideas. Of course, we
never complained when we took down a strong player,
especially ranked masters. We enjoyed winning too
much and losing flat out stunk. When we did lose, in-
stead of learning and getting better, we wrongly pouted.
Such was the case this particular evening, an evening it
turned out of permanent change.

We watched cartoons on the big screen television and
EOOxOEDPOI EwUOOwWI EET wOOT 1 UwlT E
ter level at chess. After some serious thought, tears

Ol EUCa wi OUOTI EwbOw#EOzUwli al Uw
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URKRET UUUOOEWOOT wi UOEUI Ewxl UET OL
stéfgle. Then Dan -- like so many others with depressed

egos before him-- said the familiar words every serious

EOOxT UPUOUWOOOPUwWUOwWPI OO0wW? ( 7!
rarkpdmagter B enésg (| QP OWOEOw( z Ewl DY T w
OT EOwOOO] O0w( wil O0wi 1 zEWEEET x|
eternal pain and suffering -- to achieve this goal. Almost

as magically as he spoke, a skinny long haired guy

named Art approached us and sat down to watch televi-

sion.

?2 060aUi pOT WUOWET WEWET T UUWOEUUI 1
Ei Ul UWEEUET POT wOOUU WOl w#EOz Uwl

H#EOWEOEwW( wOOEEI EwPOWEwWUDPOI OU w(
away and leave us to our self deprecation.

2(wWEOOZzZUOwWwOOOPWEDaAUI POT WEEOUU W
xEUUI EwbDUT WEwWx OOET UDOT wOOOO w
a drug Dr. Fowler is working on that makes people
UOEUUI UwUT OUT T 6 wnOPOI Uz UwbOwUI
POUOUWOOwWxT EUOEET UUPEEOQUB w( z O1
(97 518 Sty B0 3401 ek DTRle GG vty

im knowing. | gotta say the stuff worked awesome!
Coolest part is | got straight A -s on all my tests for like a
month until the drug finally wore off. Although dude, |
admit you get one mean headache afterward. For several
yesksquhegtivophsdand Al ey e el ot
| UDOWEEUI OET Ub w( wWEEUI OawxEUUI E
Dan and | both looked at each other with promise and at
the same time caution. We wanted the benefits of some-
thing like this.

2(wl0T DPOOW# UB wnOPOI UWEEUT T Uwb b (
especially when | missed work so much with headaches.

He never left it out again, However, | think | can find his = _
BWERYPB QAT VY ILEUWEDD BB EBIDUBE S WD ¢
ron with the paperwork and cataloguing. | could proba-

bly steal it again easy. How much would you be willing
OOwxEay-»

Dan and | both looked at each other again. Our eyes
gleamed with the promise of finally being able to fix our
chess game.

2%0UT 1T OwbUwWOEOOW( whPEOUWE WUE Ox (
El 1 OUIl w( wi OUOWOUUWEOGAaWEEUT wi O1
The conservative side of me thought this had to be too

good to be true and yet secretly | kicked myself at the

same time because | hoped this was a solution to our

thaenading fablén. Y1 UwUl EET wOT 1 wOEU1
POOQUEEESEUE 08 Lbwhi BEEEL ST @ wd
ing my bargaining power.
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2. 7T w071 azuUl wOPT UEDPOI UwE 0O wU b Danpickedwp &he efithé piland ré&is@diito-his abth.w O b 1
graines and | mean it. They ache though in a different

bEawll EQwaOUzEwl Yi Uwil O0wE] | BUCKESOQEE YL EQ? Yoy 0 OH T d S 8
POUUI w8 OUUwWOI 1 0T wOpDOT I wii i s EaBiepderd meas g i kgahadypuilendking £ O U w
OOwOT UOPwWUxwi Yi Vawi PYI wopOUONYE HEEEHEOEPOCKYHE 81 GHb Wt EHO! EL
aoqu|w|Y|Uw||0UwDOwa0UUwoe|Né@@@@&é@@?@b@@l|wa0Ew|Y|0m
only thing you can do is get used to it after awhile. In

He took a deep breath and exhaled.
time you learn to manage the pain, sort of like what hap-

pens when you smell skunk odor for too long. The rotten 2(w0i 6UTT OWEEOAUOWUT EVO» wi T wUi >
UOT OET wE Ol U0z Uwl OwEPEad wlEUI IHBowaey ¢wu@ ey 4Ywiue Bl §l, 0w
Ol uDPUWEOGEWEOI UOzUwUOI OOwhPUwWEOaOOUI 62w 1T wUODPOI EWEOE W

rubbed his head like he was reliving the pain of that epi- | shrugged my shoulders.

UOET 6 w? 37T E 0z Ut RUEWBIOUWEE & zududil ufi Cauaud O wp i wOi 1 Ul w

is long term damage or not. Old Fowler looks the same ?(WEEOT wUxwbDUT wlOT 1 wUEUDOT wEUL
EUWEOPEAUOWEUOwW( wEOUOEOz Dwl i &BWENGmaess: Glpety haghad preragsd,forths feg we O we
alUwOUwOOUow3||wplDUwaEUUwDEﬁ@ﬂPMP@EE@%ﬂﬁ&MEH@P@M@PE@@gﬁt

master chess player. Look at masters of other things. A
?' OPwWOUET wi OUWUOOIT y 2 w# EOwE U O imésteippiitterddd iostahc¥, ithéyuwt/Hodk BarkEand

ing my opinion. gain experience, pass a couple written exams and other
....... technicalities and they are a master. For the master an-

? w0l OUUEOGEWEUEOUO? w UUWUUEUlgE uaRidAdirhar K5 tb Sikhply Eakchidtbrisik sbldtibnE w

car salesman. Statistically if the fisherman keeps at it and puts in

enough effort he is most certain to earn his master angler
| laughed out loud, but Dan gave me a glare. Then | within a fe s, e Juck ma oon
00001 EWEEEOWE Dw# EOWEOE WO i Ow %Bncol(%%g%ﬁ"gogg%aﬁ % %3 0 Eow
?OOl LUO(?LUD I.. < U l, wE Q?Ol T wOPEUWN yearsgfstudy Whythen do cL:Hess ﬁjfjayers oénge caI'IEJ T wEu
Ul OUUEOEWEOOOEUUG®G »

a master after breaking into the top two percent of tour-

Art hemmed and hawed for a few moments while | OEOI OUWET 1 UUwxOEal UUy w# Owa OU w!

pushed Dan back with facial grins. Finally, Art agreed to players into account for something as important as this?

one dose each provided we paid him first and promised No, only tournament chess players count. Think about

to use the drug only for ourselves. He was worried about thatt DUZ UWEEUDEEOOawEWE]I OOWEUUY |

potential jail time if the stuff got into the wrong hands ago bell curves went out of fashion! The rating curve is

and he wanted no problems from this sale. Dan and | garbage. You and | can beat nearly 99.9% of the people in

Pi Ul 6z 0w OUI Ul UOI Ewb ®an§bir woi VE bHEOVCESELYET LYVHBEPE WP z Ul we

chess performance, so we promised to do as he said. EEUUI wPl 2 Yl WEOOI wUxwUl OUUWOOWE
xOEal UUy w3l EUZUWEEUUUEWEOGE wal |

Dan paid Art with money from a special savings ac- PUUzUwl EOQOT wEaAawWUI i UUDPOT wOOWOOBEI

count. He had been nursing about $2,500 dollars in a handle not being a grandmaster or a senior master.

UET OOEUUI Pxwi UCEWEEEOwWT 001 wEQEGEE WOz OwdHOOA miE Ed OO widiE B iwE E U f

it unless an absolute emergency occurred. Well, he con- feel | am a chess master overall even if that stupid curve

vinced his parents this was an emergency and since EOI UOzUwUEaAawUO8 w( WEOUOE wWET EVwI

school was almost done with, they mailed him a check. UOPYI UUPUAWEOOEDPOI EwUUDOT WE WE (

Art delivered two orange pills that looked almost like master at what | do. The curve is outdated and wrong.

ET DPOEUI Oz UwEUxPUDPOB wW6ET 1 Owhkl wir OV WERE GUWUWEUEOOUEEOUUOOIOOW 7z U

we set the pills down on my desk and stared at them ECEwx] OxOl wEUl wgUPOUDPOT wlOT T wl I

with reservation. L o

2UUxUBUBPOI OaOw#EOzUwEUI UOI OU wl

21 UEDOwWwxDHDOOUO? w#EOQWEOOOUODE I E stk @ chbrdwitturiyatidhél sens@sD1io0 Bab be&nd U U & w
26T EQwUT OUOEwPT wUOEOT wOT 1 Owp b rusteatedfér @darsifrorn @ tatihg curve that was out-

S S EEO] EWEOEWET UUDOI EwOOWET U0UOA L
?, EaEl wOi T azul wel 1 PEEOI ¥y 2 w( w%és’éﬂ@e";%é’hardasItrled breaking that number
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seemed impossible. points each tournament. The ultimate goal of 2200 was

getting close, but | started to become worried about the
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view titles as achievement, not ratings. Who wants a game and tiny shots of dull pain pulsed through my
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bly winning tournaments with perfect scores only to be lost his last round to a 1900. Overall he still gained rating

1200 at the next tournament and rub the mud in our face points. The loss though kept him from crossing the 2200
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been cheated. | could even handle losing the game to a
1000 player if they would just throw out the rating result ?
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Dan stopped long enough to pick up the pill. Then he 2(WEOOzUwWUT POOwWabUwUT OUOEO? w(
looked me in the eye. TTOwOl 1l wi T EEEETT U8 w61 wUT OUOE wlt
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ready using this stuff against us anyhow. An 850 win-

ning a chess tournament and beating a 2100 should not

happen even once and here it happened five times in a

row. We tried it the right way ¢ we really did. We played . . .
AWEEUI y w- OO0wU O wEHPHE T HY RRIEFEPHYS bW BEed-ogMaYS i wi 1 Ou
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He dropped the pill into his mouth and followed it with

a drink of water from a plastic bottle. In an uncontrolla-
ble manner, | grabbed my brain pill and did the same.

(ZEwl EYI wUI EETT EwOEUUT U8 w( z Owl
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Back at the dorms we tracked down Art and requested a

another hit. This time he stuck firm to the price of a thou-
UEOCEWEOOOEUUS wW( UDWEPEOzZ UWUEOIT w/
ship fund again to pay for the dope. | could see at this

time the headaches had now started in him also. | was

concerned about the health risks and at the same time |
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right, yet | felt excited that maybe | would understand
chess at the level | had dreamed of my whole life.

The pill seemed to take several days to work, but when it

did it had a pleasant feeling to it. Everything felt magni-
fied from smell to feel. My motivation kicked into high
gear as well. | read six chess books in three days and
hankered for more. It was unbelievable how | could re-
member key ideas of strategic positions. When | visual-
ized a board in my mind it rang clear. Every idea in my

that one more pill had to be the answer.

We took our second dose of brain pills and for some rea-

son the headaches went away. We chalked it up to tak-

ing the new pills and again the clearness of thought

came back. For three straight weeks we played in chess
tournaments. We played extremely strong chess again,

but not enough to get over 2200. We maintained the

2150+ level quite handily and at the same time no matter
PTEQwP]l wOUDPIT Ewbl WwEOUOEOz Owi 1 UL
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different as a person, rather | felt like | was at my abso-
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were worse. | missed three days of class sick to my stom-
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feated a 2300 master from lowa in the first round of a
tournament we attended.

| told him | agreed. We ended up playing each other for
first place the next day and although I lost my game to
him we both gained considerable rating points that
weekend.

After our third tournament with our new strength condi-
tions, Dan reached the rating of 2170, while | was at
2142. We were each scoring four, four and a half or five
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Dan toughed his out, but | could tell he was suffering
also.

2(WEOOzOwOOOP WPl w( WEEOWUEOT wUl
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head.
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| knew not to challenge. EOEPOI EwbPDPUT wEwWxEDOI UOwWOUUUI U
Art refused to get more. Dan begged him until he finally After a month my head finally cleared and | did my best

gave in, but he demanded two thousand dollars this to nurse Dan along. His pain looked heavy and he suf-

time. Dan only had a thousand left in his education fund fered more than | did. He ended up failing the semester

ECEW( wWUOOEW! POwPDUT WEwWODE Uz Uaid atd@bes ¢ouldbarelynoieluhder hisudtaBketu @83 w b E a u
could come up with that kind of money. | was out of the so concerned | almost called an ambulance. | checked his

deal. Dan continued to plead with Art until he finally breathing and pulse around the clock and | figured as

agreed to sell him one pill for a thousand dollars. long as he was systematically alive and drinking some
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EOUOEwWODPOOwWaouUy-» one day he started moving around more than normal
r@ verEaIe aréqrafwgg A[ﬁelr 8“d @%‘th %ng %Half of
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recuperation the worst appeare e over.
stop - | promise. | may flunk this semester with headache
pain and not qrafuate, but I will achieve the master | graduated that semester and found a good job within
UEOODBOI 67 twenty minutes from the university. One night | visited

?(UzUwOOUwDOUUTwDUOw#EOS?w'Ugmmﬂ@mwmwm%m P%mmﬁggmgﬁapEaé
classes e talked aboutw ether or not whatw
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ment action that next weekend without me. | was too ill from his parents about not passing school, nobody

to move. All weekend long | rested in misery. Dan ar- seemed to care at all about his 2200 rating, not even other

rived back on Sunday night. He had won the tourna- Ell UUwxOEal UUGw#! | xwEOPOw( wUEI
ment, but only gained four rating points because his op- Yes, he had made it to master, now the guiltfor his
ponents were all weak. He threw his set across the room Ul oOuUeEUUwl EEwl OUI Ul Ewl BUWODOEC
and pulled at his hair in a fit of anger. way of attaining the goal and we both felt like we had

cheated the system.
21 NNnwéT awbUwUT DUwi Exx] OPOT wOOwWOT n?2 wi 1 wi 6601 Ul Ed
21 0aOwbl E0w( whOUOEOz Owl BYT wdO!

He tried again the next week. In the very first round he Ol w?- ObpwUT ECwPUzUwWUOTT Ul Qw( wo
made a clumsy error and drew a game to a lower rated OCawoOpPOBdw, EAE]l wOOUwWUT PUwi EVUUOwWE
player. This actually ended up costing him six rating o .

points for the overall tournament. He drove to Chicago I"’l( 200wuUBOOwWl I UwOawEl EOET O2 w(

the final chess weekend before the seemingly scheduled kYwbDUwi EPUWUDOET w( wl OOwEWI 11
headache punishment. The competition there was peren- S VU

. pumsht heti was p 23711 wbi OO1 WEET D] YEODOUGWAUWHUT
nially strong and if he played well he was sure to crack

the 2200 mark. | tried to go with him, but the pain was E EEI Eduw? (wE O.OZ .le | TOwEOCawEDI I
. . . like I won the U.S. Championship and here | am ¢ numb
still too severe in my head so | stayed behind.
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I checked my grades over the weekend on the computer F'YIHUwEOwUT T Onwél Ul whl wEUOEOWI |
and saw they had slipped to almost failing. | checked
#EozuweuwpioomuDGEiw(w061pw16§§@@8@€% f”@%%“%@@@WWEE|Um
. cided to go down to the television room and waich car-
were even worse. Then he stumbled into the dorm room
. . toons there. When we entered the room we saw Art with

a day early - his forehead looked red and flushed with

ain a new laptop computer and some other guy he was talk-
pain. ing to with their backs to us.

261 EQwi E I &1 Evy EUOI Ewil DO6 . N e
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a 1774 in round one and a 1934 in round two. That was N e NP
. . . . ?2DOEI E | | | |
enough points for 2200 even, so | quit while | had it. My © wOEUUwWUT Ol UUl Uo? w UlwUl >
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Art and his friend laughed and then gave each other a am an official chess master! The placebo effect our rat-

high -five slap of amusement. pOT UWEUI woOi i PO~

281 El Ow(wOOOEWOT 1 OwUOOi wi BOUINPIyl duifich Sl i bharRO Qi MR SESHr Ies-
%OP Ol Uwi EEWET | OwpOUODOT wOO W Qid ufsipdndgd rad vodn WeH e&Rd Edén@aythe
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right, makes people sick like three to four weeks after came untainted. Still, we both vowed to never touch an-
they take it. Has nothing to do with being smart at all 1 other drug again in our lives.

rather all pain long after it is taken! Poor Fowler would
OEOI WEwWOPOUwPi whbUWEDPEOz Uwl EY Danglddutad RierfhatQdananhdmoved t& Feka® Whérd w
3T 1 wOOEwWI EUOwPDPOOWOI YI Uwl 1 U wbhdgatd b witkan ihflusidalztmpanyl Oneve@rréalty w U U w

finished with a light whistle. He and his friend laughed UEbwl POWET EPOWET Ul UwUT EUBS w( wl

again and gave each other another highive. UPOET wUTl E0wUPOT wESEwW( wUT 1T w# E O
the annual list is the same as it was since college, 2200.

Emotional hurt welled in my chest and | felt like the vic- Official chess master.

tim of a robbery. | envisioned Dan taking a mean re-

sponse like bashing those two jokers over the head with E

that new laptop. Yet, when | looked at Dan, | saw a
peace about him. A big smile lit up on his face and we
walked away without the other guys ever noticing we
were there.

More Seth Homa
Watch Sethdéds Lansing Chess c¢club mate

Tony Nichols Dave Sundeen

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ri7Rei9kuB0 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdgW4u8TVig
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Rook Endings: Part 10

%UOOw3POw, E&UI Pz UwE B

series at
http://www.westmichiganchess.com/

Polgar,Judit (2670) -
Kramnik,VIadimir (2790)

B66 Classical Sicilian
Hoogovens Blitz, Wijk aan Zee
NED (11), 1998

Notes by Tim McGrew

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
Nf6é 5.Nc3 d6 6.Bg5 €6 7.Qd2 a6 8.0
10t 0 Be7 9.f4 Nxd4 10.Qxd4 b5
11.Be2 Bb7 12.f5 e5 13.Qd3 b4
14.Bxf6 bxc3 15.Bxg7 Rg8 16.f6
Bxf6 17.Bxf6 cxb2+ 18.Kb1l Qxf6
19.Rhfl Qe6 20.Bh5 Rf8 21.Rxf7
Rxf7 22.Rf1 Ot 0t 0 23.Bxf7 Qd7
24.Bd5 Qb5
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25.Qxb5!?

In light of the result of the game, it
is easy to second guess this deci-
sion. However, White gets a some-
what favorable endgame where

she can press for a win with hardly
any risk of losing. Against an op-
ponent like Kramnik, that is a very
tempting prospect! Instead 25.Qc3+
Qc5 26.Bxb7+ Kxb7 27.Rf7+ Kcb
28.Qb3 is rather uncomfortable for
Black, while 25.c4 Qb6 26.Rf7 Bxd5
27.cxd5 also leaves Black under
uncomfortable pressure.

25...axb5 26.Bxb7+ Kxb7 27.Rf7+
Kc6 28.Rxh7 (D)

AR
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Black is seriously worse in this
ending. What he needs is a trump
of his own, and he manufactures
that trump right now by creating a
passed epawn.

29.exd5+ Kxd5 30.Kxb2 Kd4 31.g4
e4 32.Re7 Ke3

AR
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33.h4

In hindsight this is just a bit too
slow. Better is 33.g5! Passed pawns
must be pushed! Of course, White
can only afford to do this because
the pawn can reach g7 where it

will tie down Black's Rook com-
pletely. Black could try 33...Kf3
34.Rf7+ Kg2 35.96 €3 36.97 e2
37.Rf8 Rxf8 38.gxf8Q e1Q 39.Qf4
but here White has excellent win-
ning chances.

Although 33...Rh8 (instead of
33...Kf3) allows Black to win both

of White's kingside pawns for his e
-pawn, the price is too high: Black's
King gets locked out of play. 34.g6
Rxh2 35.g7 Rg2 36.Kc3 Kf3 37.Kd4

Rg4 38.a3 Kf2 39.Rxe4 Rxg7 40.Kc5
Rg5+ 41.Kb4 Kf3 42.Re8 Kf4 43.a4
bxa4 44.c4 Kf5 45.Kxa4 Kf6 46.Kb4
Kf7 47.Rel Rg8 48.c5 and White is
winning.

33...Kf4 34.95 Rh8 35.g6 Rxh4
36.97 Rg4 37.Kc3 Kf3 38.Kd4 b4

H R
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39.Kc4

Here 39.¢3!? would be another
winning try, e.g. 39...bxc3 40.Kxc3
€3 (40...Kf2 41.Rxe4 Rxg7 42.a4+
and Black's King is cut off by too
many files, so White wins.; 40...Ke3
41.a4 Rg6 42.a5 Rc6+ 43.Kb4 Rc8
44.a6 Kd4 45.a7 e3 46.Kb5¥
41.Kd3 e2 42.Rf7+! Kg2 43.Kxe2
and Black is hopelessly lost.
39...Ke3

Since White is going after the b-
pawn ¢ which must be removed in
order for the other queenside
pawns to run ¢ Black transfers his
King across in front of his pawn.
This might seem odd, but it makes
sense because on d2 the Black King
will shoulder off White's King.

That means that White will have to
fight against Black's e-pawn with
the Rook alone, unaided by her
King. And that contest is what
Andy Soltis calls a "mismatch":
White will have to sacrifice the
Rook for the pawn.

40.Kxb4 Kd2

Now the Black King is in the per-
fect position to shoulder off
White's King and shepherd the e-
pawn home.
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41.c4 e3

No time to waste!

42 Kb5 e2

Black still hurries forward.
43.c¢5

H A
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E

A < 1

43...Rxg7!

This is a little trick that is the pre-
rogative of anyone who has a pawn
on the seventh threatening to
Queen.

44 Rxe2+!

Fortunately, Black's King is much
too far away to stop the White
pawn.

44...Kxe2

It takes White five moves to
"queen" the c-pawn: two to get the
King to b7 where it controls c8, and
three for the pawn itself. But it
takes Black many more to control c8
with both King and Rook. So
Black's Rook will have to be sacri-
ficed for the c-pawn, leaving an
ending where Black's King is in
time to catch the White a-pawn.
45.Kb6

For a moment, Black might almost
panic here and wonder if he were
losing after all. But Kramnik knows
that everything is under control.
45...Kd3

The King comes up the diagonal --
the shortest route toward the zone
of action where the White King is

and the pawns are about to be.
46.c6

Another try is 46.a4 Kc4 47.c6 Kb4
48.a5 Rg5 49.a6 Rb5+ 50.Kc7 (Or,
with a curious parallel of ideas,
50.Ka7 Ka5 51.c7 Rc5=) 50...Kc5
51.a7 Ra5 and both of White's
pawns come off.

46...Kc4 47.c7 Rxc7!

This is simplest. Black has counted
and knows he can catch the White a
-pawn.

48.Kxc7 Kb4! 49.Kb6

Yot Y2

/ Ol EUIl wOEOI wEwOOOOWE
series of Rook Endgames, avail-
able at westmichiganchess.com.
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